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poses upon his false prophets, but gives or deputes
so much of devil to them, as to make them able to
delude and deceive others, nay, to deceive the whole
world; or, as the text expresses it. Matt. xxiv. 24?
to deceive, if it loere possible, the very elect

It is remarkable in this same text, that it is pre-
dicted there shall come false Christs, and false pro-
phets, (devils or devils' agents,) and shall show
great signs and wonders.

There is also another text, which gives us a cau-
tion against such, though I do confess I cannot see
how it can be made use of till the delusion has
gone some length ; and that is in Deut. xiii. 1,2;
If there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer
of dreams, and giveth thee a sign, or a wonder, and
the sign or the wonder come to pass. Now this, I
say, requires so much time, as to the fulfilling the
token or prediction of the false prophets, till when,
and till the false doctrine which he preaches shall
detect him, the people are manifestly in danger of
the delusion ; for as in all such cases in those an-
cient times, every novelty was confirmed by signs
and wonders, what could be more deluding, and
more apt to impose upon the people, than to have
the shower of those signs and wonders confirm his
teachings by a miracle, and that the miracle should
come to pass ? Yet all this may attend the lying
wonders of a magician, a false prophet, nay, of a
devil; that such wonders may be wrought as are
justly termed false and lying wonders, we have
again predicted, 2 Thess. ii. 9, which text I doubt
touches a little our holy father the pope, whose com-
ing is said to be after the working of Satan, with all
power and signs, and lying wonders; intimating
that there are wonders which are delusive; said to
be wrought, but not wrought; a la mode the Le-
gend, the Fables of Monkery, the Devil of Loudon,
and the like. Wonders indeed can scarce be called